Brucellosis Coordination Team Meeting
Boulder WY – September 16, 2008

Frank Galey – introduction and welcome.

Walt Cook – update on cases. 

#1 – Daniel – opted to depopulate – 3 tests -  positive animals each time – kill October 5 – risk assessments on contact herds -14 herds – long time ago and little contact – probably early _____ - except 3 herds.  They will require more quarantine.

#2 – slaughtered in Nebraksa – blood to KS high titres in all tests.  ID tags discarded – no ID only written ID.  Herd on mountain – testing in November – some tested this Friday.  Supposedly neighbor private feeding elk ward by Game & Fish – quit so they moved over to case #2 ranch.  

Scott Werbelow - ~30 head fed years 130 animals then quit – late season hunt got them down to 30.  Combs – 1 positive already – herd #2 tests – if positive lose status – if negative not lose status.

Hendry – question animal movement of case #2 animals.
Cook - #2 fewer contact but is big herd.

Galey - #1 case – risk?

Cook – co-mingling – late but still during calving.

Sommers – 2 years ago in June 15.

Logan – fence up to keep cattle and elk separated – Game & Fish and Livestock Board.

Chapter 2 rules:

Logan – have operated under emergency rules.  Handout – a “draft” not out for official public comment.  Differences 1) western park county added to surveillance area; change age requirement from 18 months to 12 months; problematic – lack of food animal vets.  2) add breeding animals to be tested statewide.

Sommers - ? define co-mingling and private feeding.
Logan – identified changes.

Heinz - ? testing breeding animals.

Sommers - ? co-mingling – doesn’t like 12 month age – hardship on producers.

Joel - ? breeding stock – male and female or just female.
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Logan – does not want to give up some surveillance statewide – reduce sale barn testing but increase breeding stock.

Williams - ? H_____ Ranch – Cody – land both sides of cutoff.
Logan – risk assessment.

Lambert - ? input on rule changes - ? change of ownership – wants focus on sale barns – cull cows, open cows – more likely to catch disease.

Cook – Pinedale – Cody – Douglas – high school  - courthouse – cafeteria - State Fair

Hendry - ? $ pay to help

Cook – statewide herd plans – risk assessment – conservation district has purchased equipment to help handle animals for testing.

Logan – not great participation in herd plans.
Sommers – 

Mickelson – input herd plans – sold animals – did have a herd plan

Jennifer – NRCS – supports herd plan - $ incentive – 7-8 herds – 5-40/head 25K/year max $75K  cap – support herd plans with animals.

Hendry – doesn’t support statewide breeding animals testing.
Logan – their rules were drafted with Montana practices in mind.

Heinz – can support.

Cook – exceptions can be made in case #1 reform company no ______________ of animals; #2 buy ranch and animals.

Williams –

Hendry - ? $ for testing.

Joel - ? on Game & Fish surveillance plans.

Olsen – [paying $5.50/head but can go upt to $8.
Page  3

Kessler – public survey results – printed brochure 10,000 – gone another 10,000 printed – available.

Public opinion survey – Susan Stewart handout available – presented info on how survey was done.
BMAP, Park County Wildlife

Brandon – BMAP – full reviews every 5 years – test and remove – update this winter – all 3 feedgrounds.

Sommers – would like to see VIT monitored daily – also like to see if could culture soil from abortion area.

Brandon – possible PCR.

Cook – survivability of organism – 60 + days.

Kreeger – closer monitoring of VITS – difficult.

Hank Edwards – Park County surveillance – 4,000 colleciton kits in Park – statewide surveillance should be completed next year.

Public Health

Karl Musgrave – human case – ranch worker – cattle and horses.


Person travels to Mexico and consumes unpasteurized milk in Mexico.

2004 survey of high risk workers.

246 individuals – 31 had elevated ___________ 13 vets, 2 outfitters, 9 ranchers, 6 Game    & Fish, 4 Park Service, 1 State Vet Lab – this should be published.

Montgomery – 31 positive showing symptoms.

Williams – 7 Mexican persons report previous illness.

Castex – how people catch brucellosis.
Musgrave – explained possible exposure.

USDA Rule Making

Combs – USDA rules on diseases in wildlife – there are rules in the hands of writers which wioll come out later.
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Status of MOU between 3 states of the GYA – Montana made a lot of changes – AAPHIS said no – Wyoming waiting for USDA rules before signing GYA MOU.

Dr. Jerry Deimer – reorganized for him to deal directly with 3 states and brucellosis.

Questions from Joel and Albert about what will be happeni;ng and if realistic to eliminate B. abortus.

Hendry – would like to see MOUs signed – also need to revitalize GYIBC – possible take over by this group – if expand need to look at makeup.

Send copy of Cobb comments to Bret Combs.

Purvis – Montana _____________ to ? committee.

Cook – 3 states – Stateve Vets mmet – Wednesday and Thursday – to meet and discuss ideas and proposals in Denver.  Look at rules to consider changes in VMR to fit better with what the problem is here.

Logan – looking at changes to make rules more liveable to producers and states.  Minutes should be available.

Issues

RB51

Albert – S19 better than RB51 – are seeing more cases of elk to cattle transmission – wold like to see S19 made available to animals in this area.  What worst could happen – APHIS buy in needed – other state acceptance of S19 vaccinated animals.

Brad Mead – supports Albert’s stance – why has there been an increase in cases of vaccinated animals?
Frank – us S19 available?

Bret – VMR still has S19 vaccinated animals out there – S19 still produced for Wyoming Game & Fish.  No commercial outfit willing to produce.
Cook – was told by USDA – no chance – told by other states – not accept S19 vaccinated cattle – also permanent brand ID.
Frank – adult RB51?  How?

Cook – details and approval.
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Bret – build it into herd plan
Albert – adult vaccination - possible to bypass whole herd bleed – possible to vaccinate at 6 months then again at 11-12 months.

Combs – can look into it.

Hendry - ? vaccine status on recent + - high titerr in current animals.

Albert – has the organism changed?

Combs – consider all factors don’t blame RB51 only.  Bleeding of adults try to keep + from being vaccinated – Montana example.

Joel – outbreak in past – vaccinated in face of outbreak - S19 worked.

Joel – complaints of “attenuated ______” not effective.  Annual and semi-annual RB51 booster.

Williams – can do only testing of vaccinated animals not whole herd.  Agrees with Albert – less protection with RB51.

Cook – other states want to not deal with S19 vacinated animals – the vaccine is to prevent abortion – the last _ cases 30 ___________ positive but only 3 open and 1 aborted – VACCINE WORKED.

Albert – still on S19 – believe it prevented infection.  Get vaccine out there without bleeding.

Montgomery - ? age – better protection if vaccinated closed to 12 months.

Shawn – should we give RB51 every year?  From marketing – RB51 has cleared up 15-30 suspect of 2,000 head of heifers.

Worbelow – co-mingling has either increased or is reported more.

Combs – if want to change rules – needs to follow through.

Split State 

Mead – no difference for him between class free or A – testing the same.  Not fair for rest of state.  Supports regional approach to addressing problem.

Joel – problem with split state.  Lose support from rest of state.  Focus surveillance on area but leave status statewide.
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Shawn – need to look at other management practices.  Focus and increase testing in region.  Herd plans are not tight enough.

Albert – no incentive to have herd plan.

Rule Change

Albert – more flexibility in the test out option.  Make sure the appraised value is enough to restock.  If sells mother cows can’t buy yearling to change operation.  TAX

Monty – a statute – allows livestock board to compensate producers.

Combs – trucking animals to slaughter paid by APHIS.

Combs – APHIS pays fair market value for depopulation.

Hines - ? market value.

Herd plans and owner education

Albert – got more involvemenet of directly affected producers.  Work on herd plan team to get more education and participation.

Research BSL3 facility

Montgomery – update BSL3.

Mills – IVIAT – research but limited up to small animal models.

Frank – big picture – consortium idea – Governor Dave said $ available two prong #1 develop consortium roadmap, #2 report to legislature to actually fund research.

Albert – needs to be bigger than Wyoming.

Mead – motion to move forward on develop consortium to develop vaccine.  

Joel – second.

Hines -  make sure other research is checked out first.

Dannele Peck – report on current research on econ of brucellosis – from fencing to operation changes.
Walt – is the _____________ isolate matches fingerprint?
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Kathy - ? on rapid diagnosis.

Mills – PCR did not prove to be as good as culture.

Albert - ? diagnosis tests – rapid.

Montgomery – IVIAT antigen may be able to tell phase of infection.

Legislative 
Hines – the funds through the livestock board – he had not seen it before.  Economic impact – loans available.  Legislative problem with paying directly to individuals – key word “public benefit”.  With current situation on the minds so good time to get support.

Olsen – modifying some legislation – “public benefit” time to get support – feels there is a different feel and chance of passage.  Bill to ban feeding of elk.

Cook – like to see Game & Fish lead.

Pollard – questions on feeding wildlife – needs to be specific – clean bill up and outfitters will support.

Albert – keep t elk only.
Olsen – explain elf feed bill.

Magagna – clarified legislative language.

Albert – important to compensate producers since it is a disease from wildlife to cattle.

Hendry – is there money available to fund compensation bill?
Olsen – there would be money tied to legislation.  This group needs to be proactive and forward looking.

Pollard – keep feeding ban statewide.

Werebelow – not aware of elk feeding in area.

Cagrey – Colorado law is not enforceable.

Brent – Dean added to speaker list.
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Outside comments

Blaha – did not want to bleed whole herd to boost with RB51.  Feels that RB51 is not as good as S19.  Is there chance of field test of S19 in the area?

Gene Hardy – Board of Ag is opposed to splitting state.  Comment on hunter surveillance map – there is a lot of co-mingling of in eastern part of state.

Doug Vickey – explained difference between replacement cost and market value.  Wants better test to differentiate S19 reaction.  Herd plan.  Against split state.  For a pilot project on S19.

Jim Magagna – thanks group.  Biggest challenge to pull science, regulatory,  ranchers together.  Suggest livestock changes have producers involved from beginning.  Make RB51 adult vaccination incentive driven.  Political decision split state.
Brent Dean – has seen vaccine failure and feels RB51 failed.  Supports a pilot study with S19.  Calfhood and adult vaccination.  Question on virulence of bacteria.

Jim Schwartz – need to look at different approaches.  Need to key ranches in.

Bill Barney – explained replacement vs. market value.  Feels that the question of RB51 can be looked at in area.  Mathematics support that RB51 is less effective.  Supports S10 trial in area.

Bill Saunders – feels that we should be testing horses.

Charles Price – BSL3 lab – supports and feels that is forward looking.  There is data available that could be analyzed.

Dave Nobel - ? could this be downgraded – don’t need more mandatory rules.
Pollard – questions RB51 effectiveness.

Committee – Pollard, Sommers, Logan or Cook, Montgomery.

