Minutes of the Wyoming Brucellosis Coordination Team

Lander, WY  4/26/07
Members Present:

Frank Galey (Chair)

Ryan Lance

Ken Mills

Donal O’Toole

Rob Hendry

Walt Cook

Albert Sommers

Terry Cleveland

Bret Combs

Jim Logan

Mike Balboni

Cathy Purves

Terry Pollard

Bob Wharff

Monte Olson

John Hines

Proposed Chapter 2 Rules – Approved at the last Board Meeting.

New Rules

· No Bull Testing

· Area for testing will be reduced

· If adult vaccinate – only one request to state vet

· Open cows sold at feedlots can be tested

· Rules reviewed on or before Aug 2009  

· Heifers vaccinated under 20 months – if not visibly pregnant – no testing upon moving

Brucellosis Statues – still free – but must re-apply in September

USAHA ( Rules for TB eradication – as it relates to wildlife – already exist.  Entails dealing with the disease outside of the domesticated population of animals.


( No unilateral action – done in conjunction with state wildlife managers.


( Expand TB rules over all eradication programs.


( May or may not affect the disease status.  Up to each state to develop 


     mitigation plan – reviewed by USDA – then adequacy determined – 

                 and whether it affects disease status outside of TB – has not been finalized.



( Issues within the control of the state are the only things that can be 



     made determinative of status determination.

If won’t affect status – as assured by Dr. Clifford – What is the point of the rule?

Request for mitigation plan ( trust us equivalent to 10 b.p. of wolves, then 15 b.p. now 20 b.p. in 10 (j) ( We want nailed down up front as specific requirements – so we know if it accomplishable or not.

Suggestion:  In rule ( merely reference BMAP’s as meeting mitigation plan requirement. 

Arbitrary requirement in absence of other federal players playing.                  

Gacy & Me ( Follow up on GYIBC.

Funding will come to state vet at past levels – carved out of the USDA – APHIS – US budget, for this year.
Letter of of support for Gov’s position.  Also a letter to get GYIBC moving (Sen., Reps., GYICB members ( Ask Congress to tell agencies to work together and get moving.

Circulate 3 letters to TF electronically.

Test & Remove
Now in ground year of pilot presentation centered on the results and procedure used over the past 2 years.


Winter 06 yr. 1 (     54 elk slaughtered




          34% seroprevalence positive




          18% prelim. culture positive


January 07 yr. 2 (    13 seroprevalence positive




           8 prelim. culture positive  

Tried to trap mid February (  unsuccessful
71 Elk Slaughtered

8,454 Personnel Hours

250 Test eligible elk captured

13,200 # of meat donated

Muddy



2006 – 2007

Fall & Muddy


2007 – 2008

Fall & Muddy & Scab

2009 – End of Project 

BMAP Update

7 Elk Herd Units

6 Herd Units Completed

1 left – Jackson – will be completed by July deadline.

Periodic revision will be undertaken, per the provisions of the plans, etc.  (and terms of the Task Force recommendations)  Funding ends this FY.

Cattle Herd Plans

Bret Combs – a bit of progress made on hers plans.





   (
Dr. Henderson



Working on herd plans  (
Dr. Logan





   (
Tim O’Neal

· Larissa

Have a plan done in Teton County.

Tailored herd plans are done for those producers in the higher risk areas.  Not treated as a contract.
Standard plans are adopted elsewhere.
Made progress on the number of plans that are done.

80 – 100 plans have been completed.  Majority are in areas with little risk.

List of BMP’s – functionally what herd plans are.  (use BMP’s that were developed by the TF.)  (  In the standard plans.

300 producers – in risk area.  Most have been contacted  (personally, at a meeting, etc.)

Incentive program in Sublette, Lincoln & Teton Counties.

(  NRCS  (  County incentive program – EQUIP – if incur costs (bleeding, 




 Vaccinating, improving or building facilities) – EQUIP can help




 Lower the costs.  Requires NRCS contract.  (Envir. Covality 




 Improv. Program)

1 Certified Free Herd – Can’t certify herds that are in grazing assns. or otherwise – unless all cattle you commingle with in the assn. agree to a certified free herd.
Research

Dr. Mills provided information from an episode of abortions and weak calves in SW Wyoming.

4 Grad. Students are working on various Brucellosis research projects.

Litigation
Levi M. gave an update on the litigation related test and slaughter facility, etc. and permitting and NEPA on federal lands.

FS undergoing an EIS for feed ground clearances.

Scoping going out for EIS within next several months.

Update on Progress Toward Recommendation

1)  Habitat projects G&F seeking funding for various projects in various areas for multiple species – including elk.

2)  Private feeding of wild animals (Bill likely won’t move forward) Rep. Olsen pulled last bill.  Will work to find language.  

3)  Private compensation – likely won’t move forward.

4)  Funding brand inspectors with general funds to help with Brucellosis – related operations.

5)  Public education – test and remove, etc.  Now need guidance regarding the larger issues we might need to address.


a)  Herd planning


b)  EIS on Forest suc.

c)  Scientific benefits of test and remove

But need other players involved.  Use Coop. extension.  Eric Keszler will reach out to other players to see if they’ll be involved.

Senator Hines – show goals and what we’ve accomplished.  Re-Attaining free status.

Terry Pollard highlighted issue of past Game and Fish meeting and disinformation and misinformation on test and slaughter.  

Rob Hendry:  need to highlight that last reservoir of B. abortus is the parks in the U.S. after TX goes free.

Legislative Update
· Brand inspection program has changed which will benefit Brucellosis program.  (Monte)

· Need agencies to work with Executive Committee to look at Brucellosis requests before June ( so can hopefully make it into the Gov’s Budget and if not – can have legislators carry bills.  Need definite numbers.

· Livestock Board (Testing, etc.)

· Game and Fish (test and remove)

· UW (WSVL)
(Hines) 

· Need to keep the Brucellosis Task Force together. (Albert)
· Economic incentives for changing operations – looking at research survey economic analysis.  (Executive Committee can brainstorm that piece)

· Business Council?  Rep. Olsen had ideas he would bring to Exec. Committee.

Elk/Bison EIS – Jackson Hole (  Rob Hendry suggested that the Task Force weigh in ROD will be signed this week

Will try to reduce bison #’s – through state management – to 500 bison from 1200.  Elk numbers would be managed to 11,000 elk – which is the Commissioner’s current objective.

Public Comment 

Mark Winland:  (WWF) “Eradication” & “deadline” in the same document makes him nervous.  Even with full coop. of agencies – eradication is likely not within reach.

Owen Henderson:  There is a great shortage of large animal veterinarians.  Dr. H. outlined shortage in Sublette County.  Need an effort to get more in SW Wyoming.

Consider debt forgiveness.  Other programs.  Need a push to provide service to ranchers.

Next Meeting:  Fall – In August request for dates will be sent.

