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Date:  Thursday, April 28, 2005

Brucellosis Coordination Team Meeting Minutes

Best Western Inn, Lander, Wyoming

Frank Galey, Monte Olsen, John Hines, Erika Olson, Bob Wharff, Terry Creekmore, Ken Mills, Brad Mead, Terry Pollard, John Etchepare, Terry Cleveland, Joel Bousman, Albert Sommers, Brent Larsen, Bret Combs, Jim Logan, Dwayne Oldham, Terry Kreeger, (BLM), (PS), Bill Williams, Cathy Purves, Rob Hendry, Bill Lambert, Shawn Madden.

Frank Galey opened the meeting.

VSAHA Brucellosis Workshop
Introduced Glen Plumb – Mr. Plumb explained that a symposium will take place in Laramie at UW regarding vaccination research.  Many organizations are interested and will participate.  Funding agencies will also be involved.  The Team will be invited to this August meeting.

Homeland Security
Homeland Security and APHIS are working together to get a protocol established for outdoor testing.  Interagency working group has been established.

Program Review
Dr. Oldham – Program review (APHIS) mid-May.  Will be developing individual herd plans.  Review will be available mid-summer.  Can apply for free-status in December- then a review will commence with negotiations relative to the return of that free status.  Return of free status is not a panacea- as other state vets can require additional testing requirements.

NIAA Task Force

Dr. Oldham explained the NIAA (Nat’l Institute of Animal Agriculture) mission statement and its commitment to Brucellosis eradication.  NIAA is also recognizing Brucellosis as an international trade issue.

GYIBC
May 24, 25 – Meeting in Jackson.  Frank Galey will be presenting the Teams recommendations to the Exec. Committee.  Joel Bousman asked for an update about an MOU between Park Service, Interior, Ag and FWS.  That is in the negotiation please.  Bret Combs indicated that the MOU is still in negotiation – new wording of MOU is in the vein of “eliminating” Brucellosis.  C. Mansen is pushing the effort quite forcefully.  Awaiting signature from Secs. of Ag and Interior.  The question was asked whether the 2010 date was removed.  Bret Combs indicated that the date was removed.  Bill Williams asked whether the MOU came with a plan.

Combs said that, no, there was no plan – but that the MOU would call for a planning effort – inclusive of states and other federal partners (No NGOs).  The May meeting is NOT public.

Report: Info Education Program

Erik Keszler (WGFD) provided a handout to the Team.  He explained that he, on behalf of Game and Fish Department, convened an Interagency Brucellosis I & E Committee meeting on April 12 in 

Cheyenne.  It was suggested that “eradicate” and “eliminate” be unified and made universal.  Cathy Purves asked that NGOs be added to join in the development of a communication strategy (use of their websites, etc.), especially as partners to get the message out.  (Don’t put info together, but get message out.)  Conference call is scheduled for May 11 to further discuss the matter.

2005 Legislation – Action on Recs.

Sen. Hines and Rep. Olsen discussed the 2005 session.  Sen. Hines offered his perspective from the JAC.  The JAC voted to support full funding of the Brucellosis program presented.  The Senate approved the budget.  Next year’s budget will be critical - as such, the Senator asked for detailed information on where the money went.  In his mind – monitoring of funding is critical to the success of future programming.  Rep. Olsen – money to G & F and Livestock Bd. came out of the Senate as suggested by JAC.  House took 5 positions out of the G & F budget.  Majority of programs were funded.  Legislature remains supportive.  Frank Galey did mention that he had briefed Legislators that the Budget Session may be different – as more agencies will be in line for appropriations.  Terry Cleveland thanked Rep. Olsen and Sen. Hines.  Rep. Olsen reiterated Sen . Hines’ notion that monitoring of progress was critical.

Confidentiality of vet lab bill and livestock disease bill passed.  Dealer licensing failed.

Monte Olsen ID’d that the WY federal delegation is too focused on Mad Cow – and needs to become engaged on Brucellosis, as they are not.

Frank Galey asked when the next meeting should be scheduled, to accommodate the Legislature.  John Etchepare said Sept.  Sen. Hines said that agencies would likely need rough figures by July.

Producer Compensation- Sen. Hines feels it will have constitutional issues attached to it.  Rep. Olsen added that there is Legislature resistance to compensation – historically.  Will need to draft a bill and see where we’re at – to present to Legislature for its reconsideration.  Dr. Oldham suggested that w/ herd plan – may consider payment – w/o herd plan or are not following the plan – compensation and APHIS payment MAY be withheld.  John Etchepare suggested that for something to be successful, it must be developed fully prior to submission to the Legislation.  Joel Bousman – we are talking about the costs associated w/ quarantine and depopulation, etc.  Compensation Board – should be given to Dept. of Ag for consideration and development.  Monte Olsen suggested that in a Budget Session – 2/3 vote is required for submission.  Oldham suggested that he work with Etchepare – as quarantines could be applied for other diseases – that could break the bank.

Brand Inspectors for Quarantines- Brand inspectors are used for quarantines.  Question is funding – animal health application.  Question is whether we would add the application of general fund dollars.

Prohibition of Private Feeding – being pursued in interim study – Terry Cleveland

DNA Fingerprinting- moving ahead through wildlife partnership – Ken Mills

Public Outreach for Test & Remove- Will be a meeting to explain program – not discern whether we’ll do it.  Terry Cleveland – Need greater attendance from the Team - at a meeting in Pinedale – relative to public comment on any plan for test and remove.  Would start at 6:30-7:00 and end at 9:00.  Will allow public to know what’s happening.  G & F obligated to give public opportunity to engage.  Final program to be submitted to commission in September.  Bill Williams stated that the commission has endorsed the project – the Sept. meeting is just an update - in so far as the commission is concerned.  Date for outreach will be established next week.  Bret Combs – someone from APHIS will be there – at the public info mtg. testing.  Young cows will be targeted.  (Under 4 yrs)  Which are considered “hot” – must pick highest risk.

Agency Actions, BMAPS, Mapping
BMAP draft document was completed in April 05’.  Address each elk herd and suggestions for reducing disease within the herds.  Specific for each feedground and some producers.  Management options are also established – following a meeting with producers on 11-19-04.  Final draft meeting held on 4-20-05 - 15 producers, state and fed agencies.  Test and remove was discussed.

1) Provide compensation to manage herds to reduce disease transmission risk (relocate feed lines, stackyards, etc.).

2) Elk fence – not supported by G & F in its original form but support as modified – concerns from feds (NEPA) – impacts to deer and moose migrations.  New proposal – 1 mi of fence w/ categorical exclusion – 1.6 mi on state & private (G & F hasn’t addressed new proposal) (Terry opposed to any fence that will negatively impact big game migrations.) (Joel Bousman - feeling of producers that no deer impacts would result - (JB: #1 thing producers thought would show APHIS we were on right track.) not sure about moose and not proven w/ deer.  Feeling of producers – in order to prevent commingling near Muddy –need 5 mi of fence).  Where are we headed next?  July- Piney elk herd - w/ schedule for the rest.

3) Test and Remove – Brandon Scurlock detailed the trap design for the T & R.  The Rainey Creek Program (ID) is the template for design.  Cost approximation is forthcoming.  A permanent structure = NEPA.  Existing/portable = no NEPA – thus, the decision to use a portable facility.

4) Brandon Scurlock then reviewed the mapping – GIS data and showed some examples of the mapping.

For future consideration – Livestock Board will be requesting additional funding for continuing surveillance at the WSVL.

Dealer Registration – Bret Combs indicated that the absence of registration could be a stumbling block – for regaining free status.  Will come anyway w/ premise ID – but the lack of dealer registration could be a stumbling block.

Pilot Phase Out
Fray Camenzind – E.D. Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance Gros Ventre “Pilot” Project – Pilot – subject to mid-course correction with monitoring. Fits thinking from “test and removal” program.  Must look at a more global solution – trying to solve issue.  Need to let others know we are working to solve the issue as well.  One more tool includes feedground closure.  We all want clean wildlife and agricultural producers.  Lloyd Dorsey presented the proposal.  Looking at Gros Ventre and Jackson Elk Herd.  Alkali, Patrol Cabin, Fish Creek – feedgrounds.  Herd objective = 11,000-actual = 13,730 – 16 yrs above objective.  Total elk in Gros Ventre = 4,335 estimated.  Three Gros Ventre Feedgrounds = 2400(elk) – 2005 = 2900(elk) actual.  Submitted to Governor on Jan 12, 2005.  Project Goals: 1) Develop another tool 2) Address concentrated conditions 3) Provide a habitat based proposal.  No new policy, science based adaptive management, does not jeopardize allotments; overseen by steering committee, run concurrent with Muddy Project, enhance native range.  Buffalo Valley – Historical closure; Eastern Idaho phase out.  North Piney with Hunter Mgmt.  Objectives: 1) prevent commingling   2) Maintain healthy herds 3) Ensure forage (winter range) 4) Costs 5) Control infection in elk.  Taylor Ranch was detailed, Red Hills Ranch, Red Rock Ranch (5 acres essentially elk-proof fenced) – Fence haystacks.  Dorsey then went on to discuss the federal grazing allotments.  Current permitted livestock = 1500 – Historical = 5,371 in 1941 (confirms Chester Anderson – not many cattle in 1950’s – even less now).  Elk parturition areas in the Gros Ventre were detailed.  Gros Ventre elk hunter generate revenue = $1.85 million per year.  No subdivision, no paved roads, no gas fields.  92,500 acres of winter range.  Historical avg – 4500 elk – prior to feeding.  Today – 3800.  14,000 acres of habitat treatment since 1970’s; detailed designated trails are also provided – currently in the area.  Dorsey suggested that a steering committee provide for emergency feeding – if plan necessitates – provide for monitoring.  Costs – fencing feedlines and haystacks = 44K.  $5000 for serology kits (establishing baseline), $9000 for monitoring, $18K veg survery, forage transerts, snow monitoring – already paid for.  $76K TOTAL.  Savings - $150K for feeding or vaccinating.  Funding – Act, agencies and private parties.  Snowfall was also discussed.  A handout was then presented – detailing the Team proposal.

Questions: Monitoring w’ tissue sample and hunter test kits.  (Help verify – sample from carcass) Need? (Ken Mills) not essential.

Bison issues?  Goal is eradication.

Why start feeding in 1952?

Clarification:

1. Address winter kill #’s

2. Bison

3. Big Horn Sheep #’s

4. Engage in BMAP process in order to manage Gros Ventre feedgrounds

5. Wolf impacts – predator impacts

6. What effects will additional elk have on permits (less forage, etc.)

7. Address carrying capacity – forage

Next meeting – scheduling with Executive Committee.  August?

Habitat can change overnight – can have range but wolves can make that range unusable

